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How to Manoeuvre your RIB Correctly

Title: RYA Powerboat Handbook ISBN 0901501999 RYA Code G13 Price £13.65 Author: Paul Glatzel.

Available from the RYA Order Hotline 0845 345 0372, chandlers and all good bookshops.

The latest RYA Powerboat Handbook written by Paul Glatzel is a beautifully illustrated and
concise manual on the art of boatmanship. Here, we provide a ‘taster’ of this new publication
by means of reproducing the chapter, ‘Leaving and Coming Alongside’.

LEAVING A PONTOON OR BERTH

Coming away from a pontoon is a relatively simple manoeuvre. If the
route ahead is clear and there is no wind or stream, then for small
boats a good push off the pontoon and driving away forward can do
the trick. However, larger craft require you to drive it off.

Coming away in reverse is often the best way to leave a berth.

Steer away from the pontoon.

Engage reverse.

As the stern comes away straighten up the wheel.
Once well clear move off ahead.

As boats are more curved at the bow than the stern it is possible to
fender the bow area well and motor gently towards the pontoon for a
second to push the stern away from the pontoon. This creates space
for the stern to reverse clear. This is especially true for single shaft
drive craft.

TWIN OUTDRIVES

Here is a case for not using
opposite helm and engine. Turn
the helm to the left and put the
left engine in astern. This tends
to lift the boat from the dock.

TWIN SHAFTS

Protect the bow with fenders
and go astern on the inside prop.
If there is an onshore wind you
might need to turn the helm
towards the dock and use a
touch of ahead from the outside
prop or use a bow line to pull
against.
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USING A LINE TO ASSIST LEAVING A BERTH

If the wind is pushing the boat onto the pontoon, or if the berth is
restricted, motoring against a line can allow the stern to get into clear
water and allow an easy exit.

REVERSING ON A BOW LINE

Rig up a bow slip line.
Fender the bow well.
Steer away from the
dock.

Engage astern.

The stern starts to
pivot away from the
pontoon into clear
water.

Engage neutral.

Slip the bow line

and reverse away.
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This works well for all craft with the exception of single shaft drive.
On twin engine vessels use the engine nearest the pontoon.

BOW SPRING LINE

Rig a bow spring line
and fender the bow
area.

Motor forwards to
bring the bow in and
the stern away from
the pontoon.

Engage Neutral.

Slip the spring and
reverse away.

This works well for single shaft drive craft.

DANGER - Moving

away forward on

any vessel can kick s,
the stern into the Q
pontoon.

HHHHHHHHHHM nm




COMING ALONGSIDE

Tight manoeuvring among pontoons and other boats can be made far
easier and less stressful with planning and preparation, and by taking
into account how the wind and stream will affect the boat. Before
approaching:

Consider what the wind and stream are doing. How wiill they affect
your approach? Approaching into the wind or stream will act as

a brake to the boat. Ideally, approach into whichever will have the
greatest effect.

Brief your crew so they know exactly what is expected of them.
Prepare fenders and lines.

Plan your escape route, in case the plan goes wrong.

The idea is to berth
the boat in one

owing movement
and with practice this
can be achieved.

The process can
also be broken down
into smaller steps

to make it easier to
understand.

1. Start your approach
as far off the pontoon as
is practical. Your angle
of approach should be
about 30 - 40 . Keep
speed to a minimum by
using neutral.

2. When close, steer
away from the pontoon

and engage forward
gear momentarily to
bring the boat alongside.
Ideally, you should glide
to a stop alongside the ~
pontoon. Be prepared to 7o\ &
go astern to stop. ‘

3. You can also slow
the boat and bring the
stern in by turning the - 5

wheel towards the dock ——O
momeray. - LLLLLEELEELEELEETEEL L
momentarily.

WIND OFF PONTOON

Just as we have used lines to help us leave a berth, we can also use

them to help us get alongside. These techniques are especially useful
if the wind is blowing the boat away from the pontoon.

1. Attach a bow line to
a cleat on the pontoon 7N
(lassoing the cleat is the (1) S
easiest method). \

2. Turn the steering
wheel towards the
pontoon. Engage
reverse at tick-over/idle.

3. Craft moves slowly
alongside. Attach stern

line and take out of
gear.
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In certain circumstances and particluarly in craft with a high free board
and lots of windage or poor bow access, it can be easier to let the
stern seek the wind and reverse towards the pontoon.

1. Fender the stern well 7\
and watch out for bathing (1

platforms (if tted). Watch “ ‘
for lines in the water. ‘ ‘

2. From within the safety of | |
the cockpit area; the crew
lasso the stern cleat with

the stern line, leaving 1-2m (I (2 )
of line between the stern “

b

and the pontoon.

3. Steer towards the |
pontoon and engage forward \S \
at tick-over speed. The boat LA
is then driven alongside the

pontoon. LT

TWIN ENGINE

Using one engine at a time, motor slowly towards the pontoon. When
the cleat is near the bow, stop the boat, lasso the cleat with the bow
line, take up any slack and secure. Engage tick-over astern on the
outside engine. This pulls back on the bow line and pivots the stern
towards the pontoon. When the stern is close to the pontoon, secure.

MOORING IN A MARINA

Coming into a marina berth requires extra care because there are
moored boats and vessels moving around. If you are visiting, call the
marina of ce on your VHF to establish which side to put your fenders
out. Starboard-side-to means your lines and fenders will be placed on
the right if you enter the berth facing forwards.

CONSIDER THESE MARINA BERTHS:
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A. Approaching into wind this C. As the stern seeks the wind in
will naturally slow the boat. The astern, this boat reverses easily
momentum of the boat will help it into the berth.

slide sideways alongside the berth.
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D. The wind will push the craft
into the berth, so care is needed
not to overshoot. Put a stern line
on early.

B. The turning momentum will
tend to slide the boat away from
the berth.

MOORING IN WIND AND =

STREAM FERRY GLIDING

It is possible to drift a boat
sideways by steering into the
elements using gentle throttle
turning the boat slightly so that
the wind or stream is pushing
on one side of the bow, thus
enabling you to crab sideways
in that direction. This is called
ferry gliding and it can be used
to come alongside pontoons or
other boats in a slow, controlled
manner.
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SPECIAL MOORINGS

PEN MOORINGS

Piles can also be used to keep a boat off the dock in a mooring pen.
Lines are attached to the dock and the two stern lines, connected to
the piles, hold the boat away.
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Rig up two bow lines and two stern lines.

Lead the windward stern line to the beam.

The windward lines are attached rst to stop the boat drifting.
Depending on the space between the piles, fenders may or may not
be used.

Motor towards the windward pile and place a stern line over the pile.
Do the same with the leeward pile if time and crew strength permit.
Motor forwards and attach the bow lines, windward line rst.
Position the boat by easing the bow and pulling in on the stern.

Sometimes one of the piles is replaced by a pontoon for ease of
access to the shore. This allows the boat to be held away from the
pontoon by tightening up on the pile line and the corresponding line
astern. Pick up lines are usually supplied on the piles to aid retrieval.

STERN-TO AND BOWS-TO MOORING

Mooring outside the UK is usually stern or bows to the quay.
Motorboats usually moor stern to the quay for ease of access to the
shore. Stern lines are used to stay close to the quay, while the anchor
holds the boat away. A passerelle or wooden plank, carried by the boat,
is used to go ashore.

THE APPROACH

Rig up fenders on both sides and a large fender on the stern. Rig
stern lines from both quarters.
Prepare to drop the anchor.
Reverse towards the wind.
Four boat lengths away from quay drop anchor and ease out chain.
One boat length from the quay, stop easing the chain so that the
anchor digs in. Be ready to let out more chain if required.
Connect the windward stern line to the shore, followed by the
leeward stern line.
Once positioned the correct distance from the quay, take the strain
up on the chain.
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BOWS-TO MOORING

It is also possible to drop a kedge (stern) anchor and moor up bows-to
the quay. Use two bow lines to attach to the quay wall and bridle the
kedge anchor warp to centre the stern.

LAZY LINES

Lazy lines are used in tight harbours and marinas where it is unsuitable
to drop the anchor because it may become fouled. Instead of an anchor
holding the bow away, the bow is connected to a heavy bow line,
which is attached to a concrete block. The bow line is also attached to
a lighter line, which is led to the quayside for ease of retrieval.

THE APPROACH
Rig up fenders either side and at the stern.
Rig two stern lines.
Reverse towards the quay.
Connect windward stern line to quay.
Pick up lazy line, lead to bow and tie off.
Connect second stern line.
Adjust bow and stern lines.

It is possible to hold the boat in position once the windward stern line
is attached by applying small nudges ahead on the leeward engine.

TIP - If it is safe to do so, have a crew member forward with a roving
fender ready to fend off from craft adjacent to you.

In very windy or a dif cult berth consider dropping a crew member off to
tend lines for you, or if short handed call the marina for assistance.

MOORING BUQOYS
PICKING UP A MOORING BUOY

Mooring buoys are laid by individuals and harbour authorities for
permanent moorings and visitors. Most visitors buoys have markings
and in some areas their position is noted on a chart or pilot book.
Buoys vary; some have obvious rings on top and others have chain
loops hanging from below attached via a line to the pick up buoy.
Never tie off to the pick up buoy.

BEFORE PICKING UP A

MOORING BUQOY CONSIDER:
Check there is suf cient depth
now and for the duration of your
stay.

Ensure it will give shelter from
the present and forecast wind.
Head into the wind or stream so
that it acts as a brake.

Pick up buoys oat downstream




and are a good indication of
stream direction.

Sailing boats and powerboats
often sit in different directions =
with wind and stream. Sailing
yachts have a keel and this is
affected more by stream than
wind. Powerboats have little
grip on the water and tend to
lay with the wind.

To approach the buoy, start
your run from downwind

or stream. Alternate between
neutral and tick-over forward
S0 your approach is slow and
controlled.
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Judge your speed by looking
sideways at passing objects.

You require the minimum
of speed while still having full
control.

If you do overshoot, go into
neutral to avoid tangling the
mooring in the prop.

If mooring to a buoy with a ring
use at least two turns around
the ring as the movement with
chafe through the line.

If using a pick-up buoy ensure
that you connect to the heavy
line attached to it and not the
light line on the buoy itself.
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With some craft, where it

is dif cult to pick up a mooring
buoy from the foredeck,
consider approaching astern.

Rig a line from a forward cleat
back to the cockpit area.

Reverse up to the buoy.
Tie off as described above.

The vessel will then swing
round.

For a short stay a stern line can
be used.

TIP - If you are moored to
someone else s mooring
buoy, a crew member must
stay with the boat and be
prepared to move it should
the owners return.
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