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How to Manoeuvre your RIB Correctly

Title: RYA Powerboat Handbook ISBN 0901501999 RYA Code G13 Price £13.65 Author: Paul Glatzel.

Available from the RYA Order Hotline 0845 345 0372, chandlers and all good bookshops.

The latest RYA Powerboat Handbook written by Paul Glatzel is a beautifully illustrated and
concise manual on the art of boatmanship. Here, we provide a ‘taster’ of this new publication
by means of reproducing the chapter, ‘Leaving and Coming Alongside’.

LEAVING A PONTOON OR BERTH

Coming away from a pontoon is a relatively simple manoeuvre. If the
route ahead is clear and there is no wind or stream, then for small
boats a good push off the pontoon and driving away forward can do
the trick. However, larger craft require you to drive it off.

Coming away in reverse is often the best way to leave a berth.

Steer away from the pontoon.

Engage reverse.

As the stern comes away straighten up the wheel.
Once well clear move off ahead.

As boats are more curved at the bow than the stern it is possible to
fender the bow area well and motor gently towards the pontoon for a
second to push the stern away from the pontoon. This creates space
for the stern to reverse clear. This is especially true for single shaft
drive craft.

TWIN OUTDRIVES

Here is a case for not using
opposite helm and engine. Turn
the helm to the left and put the
left engine in astern. This tends
to lift the boat from the dock.

TWIN SHAFTS

Protect the bow with fenders
and go astern on the inside prop.
If there is an onshore wind you
might need to turn the helm
towards the dock and use a
touch of ahead from the outside
prop or use a bow line to pull
against.
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USING A LINE TO ASSIST LEAVING A BERTH

If the wind is pushing the boat onto the pontoon, or if the berth is
restricted, motoring against a line can allow the stern to get into clear
water and allow an easy exit.

REVERSING ON A BOW LINE

Rig up a bow slip line.
Fender the bow well.
Steer away from the
dock.

Engage astern.

The stern starts to
pivot away from the
pontoon into clear
water.

Engage neutral.

Slip the bow line

and reverse away.
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This works well for all craft with the exception of single shaft drive.
On twin engine vessels use the engine nearest the pontoon.

BOW SPRING LINE

Rig a bow spring line
and fender the bow
area.

Motor forwards to
bring the bow in and
the stern away from
the pontoon.

Engage Neutral.

Slip the spring and
reverse away.

This works well for single shaft drive craft.

DANGER - Moving

away forward on

any vessel can kick s,
the stern into the Q
pontoon.
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